
Come read with us! 
Visit JustTake20.org for fun 
family reading activities! 

Just Take 20 is funded by the Florida Department of 
Education and managed by Just Read, Florida! and 
the Bureau of Family and Community Outreach. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Never Outgrow Being Read To by Parents 
 

Studies show the number one predictor of a child’s 
success in learning to read is how often parents read to 
their children at home. And kids don’t outgrow the benefits 
of being read aloud to because developing readers in 
grades K-12 can comprehend on a higher level than they 
can read themselves. Try the following tips to make your 
next read-aloud session both educational and engaging. 

 
Tips for Reading Aloud to Kids 

 
 

1. Plan ahead. Select a book that will be of high interest 
to your child. Rehearse how you will do tips 2-10. 

2. Size up the book. Introduce the book by reading 
the author/illustrator’s name(s) and eliciting 
predictions of what the story may be about. If there 
is background knowledge your child will need in 
order to get the most from the learning experience, 
review that information with them beforehand. 

3. Read expressively. Effective readers visualize as 
they read. It’s as if they are creating a movie in 
their “mind’s eye.” You can encourage your child 
to employ this strategy by performing a dramatic 
reading using lots of expression for different 
character’s voices. 

4. Adjust reading rate. Gauge how quickly or 

slowly to read by observing your child’s degree 
of attentiveness. Children’s minds tend to wander 
less when the stimuli you want them to attend to is 
presented at a rate that requires an uninterrupted 
flow of brain power to follow. 

5. Explore unfamiliar words. When you come across 
vocabulary that you think your child doesn’t know, 
pause the story and think aloud to model the 
cognitive process of determining a likely meaning. 
Talk about how you are using context clues, your 
background knowledge, etc. 

6. Make personal connections. Effective readers 
connect with the text in some way in order to 
improve understanding. 

7. Pause to make comments. Make comments that 
help advance the storyline. 

8. Actively involve listeners. Allow your child to be 
more than a passive listener by periodically 
asking questions. 

9. Finish with a review. Flip back through the pages 
and ask your child to review key parts of the story 
using his or her own words. Discuss key concepts. 

10. Extend the learning experience. Relate the reading 
to your child’s daily life in some way and have fun 
doing a related art project or cooking activity. 

 
To learn more specific activities that foster the love of reading in children, visit JustTake20.org. Just Take 20 is 
a free resource offered by the Florida Department of Education. 


