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 Sunlake High School’s Robotics (Seahawk Metal) team recently returned from a brilliant performance 
at a competition in the Battle of Brandon VEX Qualifying Tournament, ranking 5th out of 27 teams present, 

and taking home the 2013-2014 Design Award. This award is given to one 
team who displays a creative and 
effective design process in allocating 
responsibilities, budgeting time, and 
documenting all progress made each 
meeting. This achievement has 
qualified the team to attend the VEX 
State Championship for the High 
School Division, to compete among 
Florida’s best 36 teams for a chance 
at qualifying for World’s.  

 The team used Solidworks to model the robot in a 3D 
atmosphere combined with the integration of Facebook into the 
Notebook process allowed the team to stand out amidst others at the 
competition, and were some of the leading factors that led to the award. 
The Design award is one of the most prestigious awards, and Seahawk 
Metal was very proud of the progress they’ve made in their rookie year 
that led to this outcome.  
 The autonomous programming, created by experienced 
engineering students, performed consistently well throughout the 
competition, and was often the component that led to victories with 
closely-matched opponents. Combine this with a diligent scouting team, 
an organized pit area, the willingness to cooperate with alliance partners, and spirited team members, and 
the team found themselves quickly picked by the 4th-best robot in attendance during the alliance selection. 
 Of the 36 qualified teams going to States, 15 teams will be qualified to travel to California in April to 
compete with the best teams internationally in the World championships. With their goals high and their team 
ready, Seahawk Metal is thoroughly prepared for an excellent performance in future matches. 
 Updates on the Seahawk Metal team, including building process, competition performance, and 
pictures can be found by following us on Twitter (@SunlakeRobotics), or by “liking” us on Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/SeahawkMetal). !!
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